
 

 

JUNE 2017 NEXT SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS JUNE 21ST 

This past week Pastor Jessica 
shared the news that she and 
her family will be moving to 
a new church in Pittsburgh 
this summer. Nearing ten 
years of service at St. An-
drew, we both celebrate her 
ministry among us, but also 
congratulate her and bless 
her as she takes the next step 
in her pastoral work. I know 
that we will experience grief 
during the next six weeks as 
we say our goodbyes. I cer-
tainly have my moments and 
am giving myself permission 
to let that be acceptable, so 
that I can be grateful, a bless-
ing and to eventually be 
ready to look forward to an-
other leader to come and 
have a place of ministry here 
in Jessica’s stead.  

As a way of transitioning 
through this change, I’ve 
been rereading a little pam-
phlet called “Running 
through the Thistles,” which 
I’ve read at those moments 
in my pastoral ministry when 
my family and I have taken 
up roots and moved to a new 
call. The pamphlet is aptly 
titled, its author Roy Oswald 
describing a childhood expe-
rience as a metaphor for how 
we sometimes approach grief 
in a similar manner.  

Oswald grew up in rural Sas-
katchewan, where, he says, 
“my two older brothers and I 
would often decide to walk 
home from school over the 
fields, rather than along the 
road. It was shorter, to be 
sure, but occasionally we 
would come upon enormous 

thistle patches.” Perhaps, 
unique to his Canadian to-
pography, he describes these 
as extending for as much as a 
half of a mile or more, but 
only at most fifty to one hun-
dred feet across. “The rest of 
the field, lying fallow in 
summer, was tilled soil.” 

I’m not sure about the Cana-
dian school year. It sounds 
different than ours, more 
year round. But, he says: 
“We rarely wore shoes to 
school in the summertime, 
hence our dilemma: how to 
cross these thistle patches in 
bare feet. We did have a 
choice of walking around 
them, but since it was the 
end of the day, we were all 
tired and hungry. We were 
anxious to get home. Mother 
usually had a snack treat for 
us to tide us over until sup-
per. To walk around the 
patch would take us way out 
of our way. The other option 
was to back up and run 
through the narrowest part at 
full speed. Being the young-
est – with the least speed and 
the smallest leg span – I al-
ways objected. I was usually 
overruled, however, by my 
two older brothers, who 
would then each take me by 
one hand and run me through 
the thistle patch.  

“I can still vividly remember 
the experience: running full 
speed in bare feet across 20 
feet of prickly thistles, yelp-
ing in pain all the way 
through. When the three of 
us reached the black soil on 
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I love those cute little home-
made cards you get from your 
kids.  You know the ones that 
they make in school with lots 
of help from their teachers for 
Mother’s Day.  My favorite 
are those flower pictures with 
the words Thank You for Help-
ing Me Grow!  Usually, each 
petal will detail through word 
or picture how mom had 
helped them to grow. 

As you know now, I am pre-
paring to step away from my 
ministry at St. Andrew this 
July to prepare and take a new 
call in the Pittsburgh area.  I 
recognize that my ability and 
courage to step out in faith and 
live into this new call is much 
to your credit, as St. Andrew 
has been a place that has 
helped me to grow. Indeed, 
Thank You for Helping Me 
Grow. 

Now if this was grade school 
and this was a Mother’s Day 
Card, I’d write on each petal, 
expressing my thanks for how 
you helped me grow specifi-
cally.  So, please humor me, as 

I share those particular areas 
of growth that you made pos-
sible for me and this call to 
ministry. 

Petal 1 – You have helped me 
fill into the mantle as pastor.   
I remember the first day I 
wore my robe in worship.  It 
was the day that I went from 
being the Director of Youth 
Ministries to the Associate 
Pastor.  Pastor Dave asked the 
children about my different 
appearance, wondering togeth-
er what I looked like.  Anna 
Palmer raised her hand and 
said, Jessica looks like an an-
gel!  And, we all laughed.  In 
all seriousness, I have learned 
what it means to don the robe 
on Sundays and bear the title 
of reverend before my name 
through our work and worship 
together! 

Petal 2 – You have helped 
me find my preaching voice.  
Our seminary professors 
warned that the first years of 
our preaching will be terrible, 
mostly because we will give 
awful sermons!  Thank you for 
helping me try on different 
ways of preaching and being 
so encouraging in journeying 
with me into the biblical text.  
I hope that those first few 
years weren’t as awful as I 
imagined!   

Petal 3 – You have helped 
me discover my passions in 
ministry.   In certain ways, 
my enthusiasm for mission 
and justice have intensified 
while here at St. Andrew.  We 
have served in a variety of 
contexts and communities.  

Thank You 

for Helping 

Me Grow 
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the other side, we would imme-
diately hit the dirt and start 
pulling out the few thistle ends 
that stuck in our feet. ‘I had 
four briars get me – how many 
did you get?’ was a sample of 
our post-agony conversation. 

 “For me,” Oswald writes, “this 
story illustrates how some pas-
tors approach their period of 
saying goodbye. They rightly 
assume that there will be pain 
involved, so their approach is to 
run through it as fast as they 
can. . . . The problem is that 
this approach usually backfires. 
As in running through the this-
tles we end up with briars in 
our feet on the other side. The 
briars are powerful emotions 
that we have not dealt with, 
since it is impossible to stuff 
powerful feelings down inside, 
paint a smile on our faces and 
come out the other side feeling 
whole or good about our-
selves.” As much as this is true 
for pastors leaving one calling 
for another, it is also true for 
the folks in their churches who 
also feel the briars of loss.  

Oswald emphasizes three prac-
tices which are helpful. 1) One 
is to be present to the loss. We 
avoid grief in part because it is 
a reminder of our own vulnera-
bility and mortality. For this 
reason we duplicate the running 
through the thistles experience. 
But it’s actually better if we be 
present to our loss as a way of 
allowing God’s touch to come 
to us. And God does come to 
us. Through faith we trust that 
there is a tomorrow and that 
God’s love in us transcends the 
limits we experience. Having 
that time with my dad at his 
death bed gave me the oppor-
tunity to experience the gift of 
newness and life even in the 
midst of death.  

2) A second practice asks us to 
say the things we need to say. 
We avoid grief in part because 
it is a reminder of our own vul-
nerability and mortality. For 
this reason we duplicate the 
running through the thistles 
experience. But it’s actually 

ADULT MINISTRIES   

Phoebe’s Sisters 

This women’s group meets the 
fourth Saturday of the month 
from 8:30 to 10:30 am at a 
member’s home for breakfast, 
fellowship and Bible study. All 
women of the church and 
friends are invited. For the 
2016-17 session, the group is 
discussing Who is Jesus: What 
a Difference a Lens Makes. The 
next meeting is June 17th.  If 
you are interested in attending 
the next meeting, please contact 
Bonnie Milam at 540 454-7816 
or bonmilam@aol.com. 

 

The St. Andrew Book Club 

This group meets monthly out-
side the church.. Please contact 
Zoe Sowers at 540 338-0999 or  
zsowers@gmail.com to join the 
discussion. 

Brunch Bunch  

This group meets the second 
Monday of each month from 
10:00 am in the church base-
ment. The next meeting is June 
12th. For more information, 
contact Carolyn Bousman at 
540 338-9508 or 
bouser540@comcast.net. 

Lovettsville Group 

This group meets twice a month 
on Sunday evenings. The meet-
ing place rotates among the 
members of the group. Contact 
Debra Gutenson at 540 882-
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RAPPING WITH THE REV (CONTINUED)  

better if we be present to our 
loss as a way of allowing God’s 
touch to come to us. And God 
does come to us. Through faith 
we trust that there is a tomor-
row and that God’s love in us 
transcends the limits we experi-
ence. I brought up some very 
personal, tough stuff when I 
was with my dad as he lay dy-
ing, but was so glad to have the 
courage to do so. I think that it 
was good for him, too. He was 
a more gracious person in his 
dying moments. He blessed his 
grandchildren instead of being 
annoyed by them. He was gen-
erous of spirit and heart. It took 
some courage to name the 
tough things, but the affirma-
tion of our being made in God’s 
image was deepened in the ex-
change. 

3) Finally, being present helped 
us to voice gratitude. By not 
avoiding, by having the cour-
age to be present, we also gave 
room for naming what we were 
thankful for. In doing this, we 
renew our sense of being made 
in God’s image, believing that 
God can be the one who wipes 
the tear from our eye – the di-
vine hand touching our human 
experience. We don’t have to 
be perfect – or even near per-
fect – for God’s image to renew 
in us, since the image is of a 
God who loves us no matter 
what. Hurt, pain and longing 
may well stay present, but they 
are mixed in with gratitude 
which presents us with an op-
portunity for wise and hopeful 
affirmation. Grateful for Pastor 
Jessica’s ministry among us let 
us be present with her, Andy, 
Evan and Cami as they say 
their goodbyes, and as we share 
our love meaningfully and cou-
rageously with them. 

 

 

Yours in Christ,  

 

 

3205 or guten-
son50@loudounwireless.com 
for more information. 

 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

Please join Pastors Dave and 
Jessica every Tuesday at 10:30 
am as they take us through the 
passage that will be featured in 
the next week’s services, and 
explore the deeper meaning of 
God’s Holy Word. No reserva-
tions are required. All are wel-
come! 

 

FP4H 

First Place 4 Health, a faith-
based weight loss program, 
meets every Monday evening 
at 7 pm. Contact Ally Fetch at 
336 508-2610 or afetch @ 
gmail.com or Deborah Hill at 
540 751-9818 or momscul-
ly@earthlink.net.  

Men’s Group 

This group meets the first Sat-
urday of the month in the fel-
lowship hall. Coffee starts at 
7:30 am and breakfast/
fellowship at 8:00 am. The 
next meeting is June 6th. All 
men of the church are invited. 
To join, contact Jeff Kauffman 
at 
jnk@thekauffmangroup.com. 

 

 

Pastor Dave preparing to baptize Alan Stephen Buttrick, son of 

Chris Buttrick and Katie Cahoon on May 7. Hayden Jules Mo-

rell, son of Aiza and Brad Morell, was also baptized. 
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YOUTH AND CHILDREN MINISTRY  

MINISTRY MUSINGS 

Pastor Jessica 

We have become friends to 
folks across the globe.  We 
have learned about others and 
their needs that not only breaks 
God’s heart but our hearts, too.  
We have learned what justice 
looks like, namely Love in Ac-
tion.  This has been especially 
true in our work developing 
interfaith relationships and the 
hospitality and care for those 
families affected by suicide. 

Petal 4 – You have helped me 
love the church, even though 
we are a broken bunch trying 
to be faithful.  Pastoral minis-
try isn’t for the faint of hearted 
to be sure!  It is hard to be the 
church in this new reality of 
church in decline.  But, I still 
believe that this is the place 
that we encounter the living 
God, learn to be disciples and 
are commissioned and sent out 
to be the Body of Christ togeth-
er.  You helped me believe in 
the power of the church, espe-
cially at the times we didn’t get 

“Thank You for Helping Me Grow” 
Continued from page 1 

right out but, yet, learned how 
to work through forgiveness 
together. 

Petal 5 – You have helped me 
to begin new things and seek 
boldly after God’s vision!   I 
want to commend our efforts to 
build a building and launch 
new ministries like the Neigh-
borhood Learning Center and 
Wednesday Afterschool Cafe.  
Little did I know as I came to 
St. Andrew that one of my jobs 
would to be imagine and begin 
a whole new ministry that isn’t 
just vital to the church but to 

our community as well, as we 
welcome hundreds of children 
and youth into our building to 
learn about Jesus and to extend 
hospitality and care.  I have no 
doubt our risk taking together 
has helped me to hear and see 
this new thing God is doing in 
my life right now, too. 

Thank you, my dear brothers 
and sisters in Christ, for helping 

me grow! 

 

 

As Summer draws near, we hope you will join us for these special hap-
penings in Children and Youth Ministry! We begin with Confirmation 
on Sunday, June 4th and end with Summer Sunday School!   

 
Graduation Sunday - 

June 11th 
 
 
  
Our High School Grads will help lead 
worship and be recognized with their 
graduate gifts from the deacons.   
  
Attention - Juniors - Need your help 
with refreshments!  Email Pastor Jes-
sica if you can help! 

Vacation Bible School is 
coming....June 25 - 29 
 
 

Journey back to Rome with 
Paul. 
Join us for dinner at 5 pm with program 
from 6 to 8. 
 
Have you registered yet? Ready to volunteer?   
 

Register for VBS NOW  

June and July Calendar 
 

June 4th - Confirmation and Pentecost 

Music with a Cause Concert at Otium at 5:30 pm 

(Kids welcome! Proceeds to the NLC Scholarship Fund) 

June 11th - Grad Sunday 

June 25 - 29 - VBS 

July  2nd - Summer Sunday School Begins 

BBQ Bash at Pastor Jessica's 

for Children, Youth, Families 

July 16th - Pastor Jessica's Last Sunday  

http://vbspro.events/p/sapcvbs2017
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I visited Jamel, Haiti with Clark Seipt for study leave from May 8th - 12th  on an exploratory trip. Clark and I left Purcellville at 4:00 am on 
Monday, May 8th , arriving in Jamel on a chartered Missionary Aviation Fellowship plane that flew us 17 minutes over the southern moun-
tains from Port au Prince via Miami. We stayed at the CCH (Community Coalition for Haiti) guest house called Isaiah 61 House, which 
proved a wonderful shelter and gathering place. There we met many of the-country CCH staff who fed us, drove us, gave us security, trans-
lated for and helped us join in educational, health and leadership development work of CCH in that community. Here are some pictures 
from our trip. 

Pastor’s Report – May 25, 2017 
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Choir Rehearsals, Wednesdays at 7 pm 
Contact Zack Henderson, zackh900@gmailcom 

New Song, Sunday mornings after the service 
Contact Laurie Barbagallo 540 454-8215  or 

lauriewm85@hughes.net 

St. Andrew Bell Ringers, Mondays at 7:15 pm 
Contact Zoe Sowers 540 338-0999, zoesowers@gmail.com 

Children’s Choir, For Kindergarten through 5th grade.  
Wednesdays at 6:15 pm in the Music Room. 
Contact Zack Henderson, zackh900@gmailcom 

We lift up our concerns 

The Bury family as they mourn he 
death of Eloise Bury, a long-time 
member of St. Andrew. Prayer for 
Harmony Middle School 6th 
grader’s family and school, follow-
ing the unimaginable tragic death of 
a student. The congregation of 
United Presbyterian Church in 
Peoria, IL as they search for a new 
pastoral staff. The Samson family as 
they struggle with the sudden death 
of Atem’s brother in Cameroon. 
Susan Mason, NLC teacher’s dad 
William Ledrich will be having 
surgery to amputate his foot up to 
the knee. Marcia Owens brother 
Jeff will have bypass surgery. Leslie 
Dragon’s brother Todd’s condition 
has worsened. Dot Smith passed 
away; we lift up her family in prayer. 
The Diehls grandson Dimas, in 
Boston for treatment. Kate 
Rohrbaugh’s grandmother is very 
ill. Tom Hutchison. Steve Cahoon. 
Victoria Zervakis is recovering from 
leukemia. Kathi Hottinger’s grand-
mother, Leotta Exline, 92, who is in 
hospice. Mike and Sally Brenton’s 
granddaughter, Madison, who had a 
double-lung transplant. Mike Bren-
ton’s sister Judy, undergoing treat-
ment for leukemia. 

We continue to pray for  

George Cassutto’s sister, Hetty 
Haden, who lost sight in one eye 
due to glaucoma and who awaits a 
kidney transplant. Jim Wiley. Kris-
ten Shield’s friend’s (from Preoria) 
three-year-old son, Jackson, who was 
diagnosed with cancer and is at St. 
Jude’s. Raye Ann Kauffman’s friend 
Ann Livoti’s cousin who gave birth, 
and is having severe health prob-
lems. The Shields’ family friend, 
Catherine. Charlotte and Andy 
Miller. Owen Brown’s cousin, Um-
berto Fiero. Lisa Garron. Mickey 
Rock. Russ Alizade. George Mac-
donald’s dad Allan. Terrie Combs’ 
grandson, Mason. Mary Parker’s 
mom. 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

Happy Anniversary this month to: 
 
1 Scott and Kathy Ziegler 
6 Chris and Christie Hagert 
14 Jeff and Raye Ann Kauffman 
18 Randy and Leslie Dragon 
 Dave and Bonnie Milam 
19 Andy and Jessica McClure 

Archer 
21 Bob and Jill Kurtz 
24 Jeff and Christine Goerges 
25 Mike and Lynn Krepich 
 Brian and Kristin Sullivan 
26 Ron and Doris Carpenter 
 Chris and Tami York 
30 Chris and Katie Buttrick 
 
Happy Birthday this month to: 
 
1 Diane Ryburn 
2 Lauren Combs 
3 Teresa Wilburn 
5 Kurt Stimeling 
6 Jeff Kauffman 
9 Tom Moler 
 Nancy Thomas 

JUNE MUSIC REHEARSALS 

10 Lillian Crossfield 
 Thaddeus Edwards 
 Brynne Openshaw 
12 Carrie Crossfield 
13 Mat Curtis 
 Logan Evans 
14 Deb Moler 
15 June Hutchison 
 Lucia Pull 
16 George Cassutto 
17 Susane Njomo 
18 Kathi Hottinger 
 Jeff Mitchell 
 Dave Parker 
 Jack Parker 
20 Clarissa Ciolkosz 
 Sean McCann 
21 Karen Yurish 
25 Chris Laybourne 
26 Andy Archer 
 Samuel Reles 
27 Craig Greco 
 Andy Miller 
30 Will Brown 
 Malloch Henderson 
 

LORD HEAR OUR PRAYERS 

Flower Calendar 
 
Please consider signing up on the flower calen-
dar in the entryway to provide a floral arrange-
ment for Saturday and Sunday worship ser-
vices. 

If you have any questions, please call Nancy 
Gilmore (540-338-3154) or send an 

email to ngilmore5@verizon.net.  

 

June Flower Calendar 

 3rd/4th Open 10th/11th Open 

 17th/18th Wiley 24th/25th Semiao 

July Flower Calendar 

 1st/2nd Open 8th/9th Open 

 15th/6th Open 22nd/23rd Milliner 

 29th/30th Open 

PRAYERS (CONTINUED) 

Joys 

Congratulations to Mackenzie 
Moler, who graduated from Univer-
sity of South Carolina, and to any 
other St. Andrew youth graduating 
this spring. Geroge Cassutto’s 
daughter, Grace, moved ou to her 
first apartment. Kate Rohrbaugh 

for Mark’s recovery from surgery. 
Beth Goldsmith’s mom, Judy Gold-
smith, on ther 78th birthday. Scotty 
Hill for getting his Eagle Scout 
award. Sue Fay, whose Marine son 
Chris is coming home for two 
weeks and he is well. Adam Brosh-
kevitch became an Eagle Scout. 

Scotty Hill being honored at his Eagle Scout ceremony. 

mailto:ngilmore5@verizon.net


 

 

  

 711 W. Main Street 

 Purcellville, Virginia  20132 

 540-338-4332,  

 fax 540-338-4333 

 secretary@standrew-pres.org  

 www.standrew-pres.org  

The Rev. Dr. David Milam, Pastor 

The Rev. Jessica McClure Archer, Associate Pastor 

Kimball Peele, Clerk of Session 

The Gathering, Saturday at 5 pm 

Blended Worship Service , Sunday at 10 am 

Communion is celebrated on the first Saturday and Sunday of 

each month 

JUNE SCRIPTURES AND SERMONS 

 

 

June 4
th

 (Pentecost Sunday; Confirmation and the Lord’s Sup-

per) 

Scripture: Numbers 11:24-30, Acts 2:1-4, 16-18 

Sermon: “Dancing Spirit Rests on You, Too”  - Pastor Jessica, 
preaching 

Liturgist: Deborah Hill and the Confirmation Class 

Music: St. Andrew Choir 

 

June 11
th

 (Graduates’ Sunday) 

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 13:5-14, Matthew 28:16-20 

Sermon: “Growing Up, Up and Away” – Pastor Jessica, preaching 

Worship Leader: Pamela Schmidt and Kim Peele and HS Gradu-
ates 

Music: New Song 

 

June 18
th

 (Father’s Day; Congregational Meeting to Follow 

Worship) 

Theme: Answering God : The Psalms as Tool of Prayer 

Scripture: Psalm 1 

Sermon: “Finding the Right Place to Pray” – Pastor Dave preach-
ing 

Liturgist: Marie Cahoon 

Music: St. Andrew Ringers and Choir 

 

June 25/26 (VBS Begins) 

Theme: Answering God:The Pssalms  as Tool of Prayer 

Scripture: Psalm 2 

Sermon: “Praying with God-Sized Imagination” – Pastor Dave 
preaching 

Worship Leader: Adam Broshkevitch 

Music:  

www.saintandrew.loudoun.va.us

