
 

 

FEBRUARY 2018 NEXT SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 21ST 

Ash Wednesday is on Valen-
tine’s Day this year. That’s 
almost as much an irony as 
Easter falling on April Fools’ 
Day, which is also on this 
year’s calendar. But since 
Ash Wednesday has not 
quite qualified as a Hallmark 
holiday, maybe that juxtapo-
sition is less jarring.  

A metaphor combines two 
words or ideas in a manner 
that evokes new meaning by 
their combination. Google 
led me to a site that gave 
examples for kids. One that 
caught my eye was: “My 
teacher is a dragon,” which 
could literally be true if you 
are a toddler in the NLC with 
Mrs. Leslie Dragon as your 
teacher.… Ugh. But as much 
as Valentine’s Day and Ash 
Wednesday seem contrary, 
maybe their union doesn’t 
make them quite the odd 
pair. 

This morning, I received the 
very awful news that Drew 
Visnius had been killed in a 
ski accident. Drew was 
known by many at St. An-
drew as the quieter Visnius 
child to his older sister, 
Amelia, but equally beloved 
by his mother, Jackie, and 
dad, Chuck. After being at 
St. Andrew for a half a dozen 
years, the family moved to 
Atlanta, but many kept up 
with them through Facebook 
and sometimes through actu-
al visits. The news of Drew’s 
passing came with all of the 
devastating sadness that 
comes with any young per-
son’s death. Embraces 

whether in person or from 
afar, words of kindness and 
empathy that can’t and don’t 
pretend to overcome the 
grief, are the kinds of ways 
we stand alongside of those 
who now endure such trage-
dies. It’s what we can do, 
while having to leave the rest 
to God and the mysteries of 
grace and mercy that are 
beyond us.  

Love is what makes such 
losses so painful, but it is 
also what can redeem us in 
such grief. Alfred Lord Ten-
nyson said it well when he 
said that “it is better to have 
loved and lost than never to 
have loved at all.” Bearing 
grief may makes us reticent 
to be that vulnerable, but it is 
the best of who we are, none-
theless. “Can we hold such 
things together?” is a ques-
tion which we usually have 
to answer in our lifetimes. In 
many respects, this is the 
heart of our faith. Faith is a 
resource to us, helping us 
hold together our vulnerabili-
ties with our yearnings and 
callings to treasure one an-
other so deeply. 

Ash Wednesday begins the 
forty days of Lent which lead 
us to join Jesus on his path-
way to Good Friday. Love is 
there. Death will be there, 
too. And while mostly we 
think of these as two differ-
ent things, they somehow do 
share a place when we deep-
en our experiences of trust 
that can hold two such dis-
parate things together. 

The Juxtaposition of 
Love and Mortality 
 
Rappin’ with the Rev by Pastor Dave Milam 
 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

The topic of our Lenten Jour-
ney through the Bible is 
“Breaking the Power of Sin, 
Evil and Death.” That’s essen-
tially what Jesus does in his 
calling from God and as his 
gift to the world. He doesn’t 
pretend that sin, evil and death 
don’t have power. They do. 
But somehow there is a power 
of love, of grace, of faith and 
of resurrection that is beyond 
them.  

I urge you to keep a holy 
Lent, which means that I in-
vite you to attend to how Je-
sus and the power of love give 
us a way of trusting and keep-
ing hope beyond the destruc-
tive forces of the world and in 
nature. We pray for the 
Visnius family that their one-
time place in our St. Andrew 
church community, and in 
their new fellowship in Atlan-
ta, may give them solace and 
strength at this impossibly 
horrid news. In Lent, let us 

see where God still works, 
where a hug or a card or a 
prayer give the gift of treasur-
ing the love shared with one as 
beloved as Drew. Just like a 
flower can grow in the crack 
of a sidewalk, or a crevice can 
give a handhold or foothold to 
the one trying to scale a cliff, 
so simple ways of sharing and 
trusting have a power beyond 
what seem to be the determin-
ing powers of the world. We 
admit the powers of sin, evil 
and death on Ash Wednesday, 
so that we can trust and cele-
brate the power beyond the 
powers on Easter Sunday.  

  

Yours in Christ,  

 

 

 

 

Pastor David Milam 

The total pledged to date for 2018 is $219,895.00.  We are still 

accepting pledges for FY2018. Please mail your cards to the 

church (Attn: Clark Seipt), deposit them in the pledge box or 

email your pledge to Clark at clark.seipt@gmail.com. 

Church Financials 
 

 Income Expense Difference 

 
Dec 2017 $47,280 $23,242 $24,038 

 

YTD $378.600 $377.299 $1301 
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ADULT MINISTRIES   

Phoebe’s Sisters 

This women’s group meets the 
third Saturday each month from 
8:30 to 10:30 am at a member’s 
home for breakfast, fellowship 
and Bible study. All women of 
the church and friends are invit-
ed. The next meeting is Febru-
ary 17th.  If you are interested 
in attending the next meeting, 
please contact Bonnie Milam at 
540 454-7816. 

The St. Andrew Book Club 

This group meets monthly out-
side the church. The next meet-
ing is scheduled for 7:30 pm on 
February 24th in the Fellowship 
Hall. The book under discus-
sion with The Last Jew of Rot-
terdam by Ernest Cassutto. This 
is a special meeting of the book 
club and the entire church is 
invited. Look elsewhere on this 
page for more information and 
contact information for just this 
month. Otherwise, please con-
tact Zoe Sowers at 540 338-
0999 or  zsowers@gmail.com 
to join the discussion. Do join 
us; we are a friendly group! 

Lovettsville Group 

This group meets twice a month 
on Sunday evenings. The meet-
ing place rotates among the 
members of the group. Contact 
Debra Gutenson at 540 882-
3205 or guten-
son50@loudounwireless.com 
for more information. 

 

FP4H 

First Place 4 Health, a faith-
based weight loss program, 
meets every Monday evening at 
7 pm. Contact Ally Fetch at 336 
508-2610 or afetch @ 

gmail.com or Deborah Hill at 
540 751-9818 or momscul-
ly@earthlink.net.  

Men’s Group 

This group meets the first Sat-
urday of the month in the fel-
lowship hall. Coffee starts at 
7:30 am and breakfast/
fellowship at 8:00 am. The 
next meeting is February 3rd. 
This month the group is doing 
the Makersmiths Purcellville 
Tour. Meet at 874 S. 20th St, 
just south of A St, behind 
Mary’s House of Hope 

(Use South Entrance) 

Please RSVP to Tom Hill 
(hillkid@earthlink.net) 

Volunteer Workday Follows. 

All men of the church are invit-
ed. To join, contact Jeff Kauff-
man at 
jnk@thekauffmangroup.com. 

Brunch Bunch  

This group meets the second 
Monday of each month from 
10:00 to 11:30 am in the 
church basement. The next 
meeting is February 12th. We 
will be discussing Cloud of 
Witnesses. For more infor-
mation, contact Ann Paciulli at 
annpaciulli@gmail.com. 

 

SAPC Investment Group 

Everyone is welcome to join 
the next meeting on February 
4th from 9:00 to 9:50 am in the 
church basement. The group 
will meet every other Sunday 
and a different topic will be 
introduced at each meeting. 
The meetings are hosted by 
Manny Njomo and Scott Zieg-
ler. 

Save the date:  Saturday  
February 24

th
 7:30 pm in 

the Fellowship Hall 
 

St Andrew Book Club invites you to join us on 
Saturday February 24th at 7:30 pm in the Fellow-
ship Hall. 

George Cassutto will lead a discussion of the 
book, The Last Jew of Rotterdam by Ernest Cas-
sutto which chronicles his family’s journey of 
faith and hope during the Holocaust.  As book 
reviews claim,” this book reads like a novel, but 
the riveting story it tells is true.  Journey with 
Ernest and Elisabeth from the horror of the Holo-
caust to salvation in Jesus the Messiah.” 

Visit the light beacon ministries website for 
further insight about this family’s journey.  Cop-
ies of this book will be available for purchase 
$8.00 at the church office. You may submit a 
check made payable to St Andrew Presbyterian 
Church. 

Contact Lynn Krepich  aeneasdido@aol.com  or 
John Howard  john.k.howard@gmail.com  if you 
plan to attend the event or want more infor-

All Church Lenten Small Groups 

GET READY for Small Groups starting to form.  

 

How can you participate? 

 

 Existing groups can opt-in. 

 Host/start a new group just for Lent 

 Name a day/time that works for you and we will get you 
into a group. 

 Read individually or as a family. 

 Commit to the A Way Other Than Our 
Own Lenten Devotional. A donation 
of  $10 towards the devotional will be 
greatly appreciated. 

 Groups are already forming for Sun-
days and Wednesdays. 
  

 

Visit the Lent Small 
Group Table for more 
info! 
 

mailto:hillkid@earthlink.net
mailto:aeneasdido@aol.com
mailto:john.k.howard@gmail.com
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I would like to share the outcome of our “Blood Bank Holiday”, 
well, not exactly a holiday, but close to it for the families who wait 
for the right type of blood, or platelets, for their sick children as 
their bodies are challenged by toxic chemotherapy that ravages 
their blood-producing systems, or are facing surgery, or are tiny 
premies. The 14 members of Team Lamp met at the Children’s 
Hospital Blood Donor Center on Saturday morning, January 27th. 
The staff was waiting for us! The screening is quite strict for do-
nors, so not all were able to donate; however, we were able to 
leave eight donations, to be used by up to 32 children. There has 
been an invitation for us to return! I believe that all who participat-
ed would agree that our time was well spent, and I know that the 
families that have children in need of blood products are grateful of 
our gift.   

 

Thanks to all members of Team Lamp! 

 

Marj Diehl 

Songs of Peace and Justice 
 

Please join the community for an evening concert titled 
Songs of Peace and Justice on February 10th, from 7 to 8:30 
pm at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Loudoun, 20460 
Gleedsville Road, Leesburg.  This event is supported by 
Beth Chaverim Reform Congregation, Congregation Sha’are 
Shalom, St. Andrew Presbyterian Church St. James Episco-
pal Church, and the Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Loudoun. The Reverend Alice King of UUCL is excited to 
host this evening. “We look forward to hosting an evening 
that will uplift us and inspire us to realize our better selves as 
people and as a society.” 

Tickets are $10 at the door and refreshments will be availa-

ble. 

COME ONE, COME ALL!   
BATTER UP! 

 

We've found (and dusted off!) gear from the St Andrew Saints Softball Team 

from so many years ago....and realized it's time to get those Saints active 

again.  

We are currently evaluating the local league for a spring team, and checking for church member interest. 

 

If you may be willing (or not so willing) to field a team, please contact Kirsten at 703-725-9488, or  

kirstenwshields@gmail.com 

mailto:kirstenwshields@gmail.com
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TRUSTEES 

I have attended and run many work days, and I cannot remember 
one with more energy than the one earlier in January. With 40 
adults and children working to clean, maintain, and beautify the 
church building, it was something to experience. Thank you to Jeff 
Kaufman and the St. Andrew Men's group for a delicious and 
hearty breakfast.  

 

Thanks Laurie Barbagallo; Kent Carneal; Chris, Malloch, and Jen-
na Henderson; Chris, Meghan, and Olivia Butkus; Josh Shields; 
Kim Peele; Charley Trickey; Brad Morell; Frank Diehl; Mark 
Broshkevitch; Alpha; Randy Dragon; George, Melissa, and Anna-
belle MacDonald; Dave Milam; Robin Laybourne; Mark and Kate 

Rohrbaugh; Jeff Kaufman; Eugene, Logan, and Nicolai Evans; 
Karla Knickerbocker; Mitch, Sam, Eli, and Hannah Seipt; Joe, Eve-
lyn, and Hank Ratke. 

 

We accomplished the following: 

 

Ate breakfast!, deep cleaned kitchen and appliances, repaired bro-
ken basketball backboard, upgraded/rewired 20 light fixtures in six 
rooms and two hallways, continued painting in sanctuary and nar-
thex, replaced outdoor fixture by basement entryway, cleaned out/
organized sacristy, mechanical room in the fellowship hall and nar-
thex, repaired drywall/ceiling in sacristy, searched for keys/lost 
items in flower beds with metal detector, ate eight pizzas, replaced 
or cleaned filters in all HVAC systems, cleaned Dave Milan's of-
fice/desk, applied bandages to cuts and bruises (mostly on 

adults), and cruised around in the lift. 

 

Thanks to all and I hope to see you all at the next Church Work 
Day in March. 

 

Mike Barbagallo 
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Choir Rehearsals, Wednesdays at 7 pm 
Contact Zack Henderson, zackh900@gmailcom 

New Song, Sunday mornings after the service 
Contact Laurie Barbagallo 540 454-8215  or 

lauriewm85@hughes.net 

St. Andrew Bell Ringers, Mondays at 7:15 pm 
Contact Zoe Sowers 540 338-0999, zoesowers@gmail.com 

Children’s Choir, For Kindergarten through 5th grade.  
Wednesdays at 6:15 pm in the Music Room. 
Contact Zack Henderson, zackh900@gmailcom 

We lift up our concerns 

Congregation 

Deb Moler and her family on the 
loss of her mother, Mary Ann 
Huffer. Betty Willis, who had back 
surgery on January 19th. Tom Ci-
olkosz and family on the death of 
his dad, Leonard. Tom Hutchison. 
Tom Bolduc on the donor list for a 
heart transplant. Jillian Wilburn 
who has arthritis. 

We continue to pray for  

Friends and Family 

Mitch Seipt’s aunt Marilyn’s kidney 
transplant. The Diehls pray for 
their grandson, Dimas. The Milam’s 
son Andrew and daughter-in-law 
Carissa whose father jan Kubicek 
has bee diagnosed with cancer. 
 

NLC 

Toni Kontos is able to continue her 
cancer treatment. 

Joys 

Kim Peele for the generosity of the 
St. Andrew congregation. Marj 
Diehl for all the support for Dimas. 

Community/World 

Mudslide victims in California. 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

Happy Anniversary this month to: 
 
No February anniversaries 
 
Happy Birthday this month to: 
1 Lena Mitchell 
3 Thomas Ciolkosz 
 Johnny Immel 
4 Alyssa Pull 
6 Peter Rinek 
7 Angela Brown 
 Donna Greco 
9 Virginia Carpenter 
 Atem Samson 
10 Jill Kurtz 
11 Chris Buttrick 
12 Daniel Faubert 
14 Mike Brenton 
 Evelyn Ratke 
 Hailey Shields 
15 Anna Broshkevitch 

FEBRUARY MUSIC REHEARSALS 

 Debra Gutenson 
 Hannah Seipt 
16 Rusty Ray 
17 Tom Hill 
20 Harris Hagert 
 Kate Parker 
21 David Dragon 
 Rick Gondella 
 Chris Henderson 
 Kayleigh McGranahan 
22 Bob Bousman 
23 Jessica Carneal 
 Marj Diehl 
 Claudia Kirk 
 Tyler Sullivan 
24 Chip Paciulli 
25 Raye Ann Kauffman 
26 Ron Brown 
 Jillian Wilburn 
27 Samantha Tiffany 
28 Mary Anderson 

LORD HEAR OUR PRAYERS Flower Calendar 
 
A new flower calendar for 2018 is in the 
church entry way.  Please consider providing 
flowers for Sunday worship.  

If you have any questions, please contact Nan-
cy Gilmore at 540-338-3154 or ngil-
more5@verizon.net. 

 

February Flower Calendar 

 4th Open  11th Open 

 18th Open 25th Open 

March Flower Calendar 

 4th Open  11th Open 

 18th Open 25th Palms 

The deadline for each issue of 
Loaves & Fishes is the  
21st of each month.  The next 
deadline is FEBRUARY 21st. 
Please send your submissions to 
Sally Brenton at  Communica-
tions@standrew-pres.org. 

mailto:ngilmore5@verizon.net
mailto:ngilmore5@verizon.net


 

 

  

 711 W. Main Street 

 Purcellville, Virginia  20132 

 540-338-4332,  

 fax 540-338-4333 

 secretary@standrew-pres.org  

 ww.standrew-pres.org  

 

The Rev. Dr. David Milam, Pastor 

The Rev. Jo Anna Rich, Children and Family Ministries Director 

Kimball Peele, Clerk of Session 

Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of each month 

SCRIPTURES AND SERMONS FOR FEBRUARY 

 

Journeys Through the Bible Series: Family and Tribe  

February 4
th

 (Boy Scout Sunday; The Lord’s Supper) 

Theme: The Moral Structure of Parenting: Practices of Discipline  

Scripture: Proverbs 13:24; 22:6; Matthew 18:1-7 

Sermon: “Disciplines of Readiness”  

Worship Leader: Mark Broshkevitch 

Music: Children’s Choir; St. Andrew Choir  

 

February 11
th

 (Transfiguration Sunday) 

Theme: The Moral Structure of Parenting: Practices of Freedom  

Scripture: Jeremiah 31:29-34; Romans 8:14-25 

Sermon: “Teach Your Children Well”  

Worship Leader: Chris York 

Music: New Song 

 

Journeys Through the Bible Series:  

Breaking the Power of Sin, Evil, and Death  

February 14
th

 (Ash Wednesday, Imposition of Ashes; 7:00 

pm) 

Theme: Making Decisions to Resist Sin and Evil 

Scripture: Genesis 4:1-9 

Sermon: “Crouching Tiger”  

Liturgist: Confirmation Class 

Music: St. Andrew Choir  

February 18
th

 (First Sunday in Lent) 

Theme: The Root of Evil: Idolatry not Dualism 

Scripture: Exodus 9:22-35 

Sermon: “Pharaoh’s Sin”  

Worship Leader: Marj Diehl 

Music: St. Andrew Ringers and Choir 

 

February 25
th

 (Children’s/NLC Sunday; Second Sunday in 

Lent) 

Theme: Missing Grace 

Scripture: Mark 1:9-13 

Sermon: “We Belong to God, Who Loves Us” 

Worship Leader: Rev. Jo Anna Rich 

Music: Children’s, NLC and NLC Staff Choirs  

SCRIPTURES AND SERMONS FOR LENT 

www.saintandrew.loudoun.va.us

