WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

Welcome to worship at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, where everybody belongs!
We are so glad you’re here.
This service is live streamed on our YouTube channel.
Children of all ages are welcome in worship. \We also have childcare available in our fellowship hall for children
under 4 years old. Feel free to ask a greeter for help and directions.
Children in PreK through 2™ grade are invited to join our volunteers for Children’s Church downstairs after the
Word with Children and can be picked up after the conclusion of the service.

All are invited to gather in Fellowship Hall after the service for coffee hour and snacks.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Bring your GIVING TREE GIFTS by DECEMBER 7™ | This is the last day to drop off your giving tree gifts. But don’t
worry — gift cards will be accepted through December 21*

CHRISTMAS EVE POINSETTIAS | If you would like to provide poinsettias for our Christmas Eve service, please sign
up on the form in the church entryway. They are $15 each and available to take home after the Christmas Eve
service. You many pay by check (payable to St. Andrew) or online with notation of "Poinsettias". If you have any
questions, please contact Nancy at nancy.gilmore@standrew-pres.org.

Calling all Friendly Beasts! St Andrew's Children and Youth are taking us to the manger on December 21* during
worship! We'll meet some of the animals who were there to welcome Jesus into the world. Rehearsals will
happen primarily during worship at Children's Church culminating in a dress rehearsal on December 20th at 3pm
with dinner provided after. We'd love to have your children and/or youth of all ages join us! Please let us know
you'll be joining us by filling out the form in the LinkTree (available wiht the QR code below).

CALENDAR

December 7 GIVING TREE GIFTS DUE
9:00 am Coffee & Crafts (Fellowship Hall)
10:00am  Worship
10:15am  Children’s Church (PreK - 2nd Grade)
6:00 pm MS/HS Youth Group — Cookie Exchange!
& Pageant Worship Planning
December 13 12:00 pm  Purcellville Christmas Parade
December 14 9:00 am Coffee & Crafts (Fellowship Hall)
10:00 am  Worship
10:15am  Children’s Church (Minis)
Cookie Decorating & Hot Cocoa Bar after the Service
December 20 3:00 pm Christmas Pageant Rehearsal

Scan the QR code to access our LinkTree.
Here you’ll find the link to give financially to St. Andrew. You will also find all the information you need as you engage
with our community, including volunteer opportunities and links to sign up for our e-news and monthly newsletter.

THIS WORSHIP SERVICE WAS CURATED BY REv. AMANDA KEMERY WITH LITURGIES ADAPATED FROM |LLUSTRATED MiNIsTRIES “THE WILL TO
DREAM” ADVENT RESOURCES
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT — PEACE DECEMBER 7, 2025

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

PRELUDE “Carol of the Bells”
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS REV. AMANDA KEMERY
CALL TO WORSHIP

One: We gather together in this place:

All: prophets and dreamers, singers and poets,
One: we who dare to imagine a world renewed,;
All: we who dare to dream God’s dream.

One: We watch with Malachi and John.

All: God’s peace will soon appear.

One: The hills and valleys will meet,

All: and all things will be at rest.

One: We long for a world restored, renewed.
All: The fire of God’s justice burns in our hearts.
One: Come and worship, all you who dream and wait.
All: We have come to wonder and praise.

ADVENT CANDLE LICHTING DEBBIE & MARK STAFFORD
+*HYMN 133 O Come All Ye Faithful ADESTE FILDELES
INVITATION TO THE CONFESSION LILLIAN BREWER

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of peace, we confess the ways that we maintain “peacefulness” at the expense of seeking justice
for our neighbors and our world. We turn our eyes away from human suffering to maintain false
contentment in our own hearts. We settle for compromises that harm the vulnerable, rather than risk
discomfort or loss. We ask to be soothed rather than stirred up. Make us a holy and risk-taking people.
Forgive and inspire us. Shape us as bold witnesses to your coming reign. We pray in the name of Jesus,
Amen.

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS
One: Hear this good news: God pours out mercy, rushing over you like a river. You are forgiven and
forever claimed as beloved of God, through the saving love of Jesus Christ.

All: Thanks be to God!



GLORIA Angels We Have Heard on High — Refrain

PASSING OF THE PEACE

One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD
THE WORD WITH CHILDREN

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION LILLIAN BREWER
OLD TESTAMENT READING Malachi 3:1-6a
GOSPEL READING Matthew 3:1-12

One: For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God among us, and for the Word of
God within us...

All: We give thanks to God.
SERMON Clear a Path REV. AMANDA KEMERY

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*HYMN 163 Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice ABERYSTWYTH
AFFIRMATION OF PEACE LILLIAN BREWER

We believe in a courageous and prophetic peace—a peace founded through sacrificial love and a
relentless pressing in toward places of pain and wounding. We commit to justice as peace, and embrace
repentance and humility as foundational steps.

We believe there is always more to learn and understand—that a posture of curiosity and grace leads us
to the heart of God and one another.

We believe in pursuing shalom, a whole-bodied peace, for all God’s creation; seeking peace in families;
peace in neighborhoods; peace between nations; peace for Mother Earth; and peace in the quiet depths
of our own souls.

We believe in praying for peace; speaking peace over those torn apart by painful divides in streets and
conversations; peace for those holding deep grief; peace for those buried under heartache, chaos, and
unanswered questions.

We trust this peace is not just a dream, but a promise.
With Jesus as the Giver of Peace, we claim anew the deep peace within us, committing to channel it
through love and power in all that we say and do.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

OFFERING OURSELVES, OUR TIME, AND OUR TALENTS

ANTHEM

DOXOLOGY

“Sing We Now of Christmas”
arr. Becki Stagle Mays

Sung to the tune of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

INVITATION TO THE

TABLE

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
One: God be with you.

All: And also with you.

One: All: Lift up your fears, your hopes, your dreams.

All: We lift them up to God.

One: All: Let us give thanks to our generous, imaginative God.

All: We joyfully give our thanks and praise.
BREAKING OF THE BREAD

One: Friends, these are the gifts of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God!

HOLY COMMUNION & PRAYER

MUSIC

“Ding Dong Merrily On High”

NOEL NOUVELET

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*HYMN 82
CHARGE AND BLESSING
POSTLUDE

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus

“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”
trad. English Tune

HYFRYDOL
REV. AMANDA KEMERY



