
DECEMBER 14, 2025

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP 

INVITATION TO THE CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

WELCOME TO WORSHIP!
Welcome to worship at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, where everybody belongs!

We are so glad you’re here.
This service is live streamed on our YouTube channel. 
Children of all ages are welcome in worship. We also have childcare available in our fellowship hall for children
under 4 years old. Feel free to ask a greeter for help and directions. 
Children in PreK through 2  grade are invited to join our volunteers for Children’s Church downstairs after the
Word with Children and can be picked up after the conclusion of the service. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Scan the QR code to access our LinkTree. 
Here you’ll find the link to give financially to St. Andrew. You will also find all the information you need as you engage
with our community, including volunteer opportunities and links to sign up for our e-news and monthly newsletter. 

This worship service was curated by Rev. Amanda Kemery with liturgies adapated from Illustrated Ministries “The Will to
Dream” advent resources

One: We gather together in this place:
All: prophets and dreamers, singers and poets,
One: we who dare to imagine a world renewed;
All: we who dare to dream God’s dream.
One: We sing with Elizabeth and Mary.
All: Our spirits rejoice in God, our savior!
One: We bless the God of justice and joy,
All: who lifts up the lowly and vulnerable.
One: God’s mercy is upon us all,
All: from generation to generation.
One: Come and worship, all you who dream and wait.
All: We have come to wonder and praise.

God of joy, you created this world for joy and flourishing. We confess that we construct barriers to
protect our happiness, even at the expense of others. We fill ourselves with good things, taking no
heed of those who are left empty. We ignore oppression when it benefits our interests. We dismiss the
brokenhearted when we feel inconvenienced. We crave power over liberation. Remember us in
compassion and come to our aid. Tear down our dividing walls. Scatter our pride and reawaken the
imagination of our hearts. Lead us again in the work of repair and restoration. We pray in the name of
Jesus. Amen.

REV. AMANDA KEMERY

SARAH READ

*HYMN 143 Angels, from the Realms of Glory REGENT SQUARE

Calling all Friendly Beasts! St Andrew's Children and Youth are taking us to the manger on December 21  during
worship. This week, we're going to Elizabeth's house with Mary and meeting some friendly sheep and cows along
our journey. We invite children of all ages to join us as we prepare for the pageant and the birth of Jesus!
Remember to sign up at the link in the QR code if you're joining us for Pageant Rehearsal and dinner on Dec
20th at 3pm. 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT — JOY

All are invited to gather in Fellowship Hall after the service for coffee hour and snacks. 

CALENDAR
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING LINDSAY, BILL, AND CADEN VANNOY

Our Christmas Eve service will be at 7pm on December 24th. Worship will include communion, lessons and
carols, and candlelight. All are welcome including children of all ages. We will also have childcare available for our
youngest friends who prefer calm and quiet away from the sanctuary. 

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS
One:  God clothes you in salvation and covers you in righteousness. Rejoice and take heart: in

           grace, you are forgiven, through the saving love of Jesus Christ.

All: Thanks be to God!

December 14

10:15 am   Children’s Church (Minis)

9:00 am Coffee & Crafts (Fellowship Hall)
10:00 am   Worship

Cookie Decorating & Hot Cocoa Bar after the Service
December 20 Christmas Pageant Rehearsal3:00 pm
December 21 Coffee & Crafts (Fellowship Hall)9:00 am

Gift Cards Due Sunday, December 21  | Don’t forget to drop off your gift cards on or before December 21 .
Thank you for supporting our community this holiday season! 
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10:00 am   Worship & Christmas Pageant! 
6:00 pm MS/HS Youth Group

December 24 7:00 pm CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
December 25 CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
December 28 10:00 am Worship — Casual Carols & Coffee

Holiday Hours | The church office staff will be working flexible and remote hours from December 22nd to January
2nd. Time-sensitive requests should be emailed to Pastor Amanda (amanda@standrew-pres.org)



HEARING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 61:1-4

One: For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God among us, and for the Word of

         God within us...

All: We give thanks to God. 

SERMON

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

REV. AMANDA KEMERY

THE WORD WITH CHILDREN

POSTLUDE

SARAH READ

*HYMN 99 My Soul Gives Gory to My God

*HYMN 93 Lift Up Your Heads

CHARGE AND BLESSING

TRURO

OFFERING OURSELVES, OUR TIME, AND OUR TALENTS

ANTHEM

DOXOLOGY

GOSPEL READING Luke 1:39-55

REV. AMANDA KEMERY

“Carol from an Irish Cabin”

AFFIRMATION OF JOY

We believe “joy is the justice we give ourselves.” 
Because God’s joy dwells with the humble and is rooted in justice, we find its warmth and light shine
brightest through shared witness and sacred disruption.
We believe joy grows through blessing others and fostering authentic relationships.
We believe joy is more than a feeling or the things we possess. Joy is our faith made visible and
something we share by choosing connection.
We believe joy is truth and truth-telling.
We believe joy is active resistance, Spirit-filled solidarity, and the bringing of God’s dream.
We believe true joy is not the opposite of heartache, but lives right within the swirl of our grief and
hardest emotions. We celebrate the depth of God’s joy and how it can hold our pain. When we are filled
with this kind of joy, we celebrate what God is birthing now, even amid a world where so much appears
to be ending.
We believe joy is freedom and healing, redemption and return.
We believe joy comes from knowing God is close, even when life is hard. God’s joy shows up not just in
breathtaking beauty but in moments we hurt so much we can’t breathe.
We choose justice. We choose love. We choose each other.
We choose joy.

SARAH READ

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER

 MORNING SONG

PASSING OF THE PEACE

One: The peace of Christ be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

Joy is Justice

GLORIA Angels We Have Heard on High — Refrain

Sung to the tune of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

One: Gracious God,

All: may we be bearers of joy, carrying good news, blessing one another for this journey we share.

“Mary and Elizabeth” by Lauren Wright Pittman
"When we draw near to one another, we can recognize and proclaim God’s movement in one

another’s lives and be encouraged in our own journey. When we draw near to one another, we live
more fully into who we were created to be.”


