WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

Welcome to worship at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, where everybody belongs!
We are so glad you're here.

This service is live streamed on our YouTube channel.

Children of all ages are welcome in worship. We also have childcare available in our fellowship hall for children
under 4 years old. Feel free to ask a greeter for help and directions.

Children in PreK through 2™ grade are invited to join our volunteers for Children’s Church downstairs after the
Word with Children and can be picked up after the conclusion of the service.

All are invited to gather in Fellowship Hall after the service for coffee hour and snacks.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

“People Who Pray” — Prayer is foundational in our faith, but it isn't always easy. What do we do when we don't
know what to say? How do we talk to God when we're grateful, hurting, or confused? Guided by Scripture we will
explore various forms of prayer and put what we learn into practice during worship each Sunday. We'll even create
space to wrestle with the silence of unanswered prayer. Come rediscover the power and call to be “people who
pray.”

Children are invited to grab a special worship bulletin and/or coloring sheet along with a clipboard and pencil
pouch in the narthex as they enter worship. Following the service, please return the clipboards and pencil pouches
as you found them and take your papers with you to enjoy or recycle.

We are looking for volunteers to help with all the happenings of a Sunday morning at SAPC. Use the QR code
below and click on “Volunteer Sundays” to see and signup for the ways you can get involved. We are especially
looking for ushers and door attendants in the coming weeks.

CALENDAR

September 1 NLC & Church Office Closed for Labor Day
September 7 10:00 am  Worship

11:30 am  Fall Picnic
September 8 10:00 am Bible Bunch
September 14 10:00 am  Worship

Church Workday!
September 21 7:00 pm Deacon Meeting

Scan the QR code to access our LinkTree.
Here you’ll find the link to give financially to St. Andrew. You will also find all the information you need as you engage
with our community, including volunteer opportunities and links to sign up for our e-news and monthly newsletter.
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PEOPLE WHO PRAY: PRAYERS OF COMPLAINT AUGUST 31, 2025

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

CHIMING OF THE HOUR

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS REV. AMANDA KEMERY
CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Here is the place where we voice to God the worries of the earth.

All: Where the ear of the Holy One hears our every concern

One: Here is the place where the love of the divine holds the fear of the world.

All: Where every word we speak, every honest complaint, every heartfelt cry, falls into the love of God
One: We bring our living and our complaining, our loving and our celebrating.

All: Let us gather them all in worship

*HYMN 15 All Creatures of Our God and King LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Verses 1, 4,6

INVITATION TO THE CONFESSION GEORGE CASSUTO
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of silence and song,

we come to you with trembling hearts and tangled words.
We confess the prayers we have buried—

too honest, too angry, too afraid to speak aloud.

We confess the gratitude we forget to offer,

the protection we seek without trusting,

the pleas we lift for others but ignore for ourselves.
We bring you our unmet hopes, our aching questions,
our fragile faith stretched thin by silence.

Hear us in the waiting.

Hold us in the wondering.

Shape us through our praying.

In your mercy, receive our whole hearts—

not polished, but present.

Not perfect, but yours. Amen.




WORDS OF FORGIVENESS BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD
God does not ask us to pretend. We are free to speak the truth— to bring our questions, our *HYMN 469 Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying CHILDREN PRAYING

complaints, our anger, and our grief. Nothing is too heavy, too honest, or too much for God. CHARGE AND BLESSING REV. AMANDA KEMERY
One: Friends, trust this good news: You are heard. You are held. You are forgiven. POSTLUDE

All: Thanks be to God!
PASSING OF THE PEACE

One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD
TIME WITH CHILDREN
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION GEORGE CASSUTO
SCRIPTURE READING Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4

One: For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God among us, and for the Word of
God within us...

All: We give thanks to God.
SERMON Difficulty with Hope REV. AMANDA KEMERY

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH GEORGE CASSUTO

| believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,

dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into PRAYER FOR A HEART IN KNOTS

heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the ) ) ) )
Find a piece of string, rope or cord. As you pray silently,

quick and the dead. you will tie one knot for a burden or complaint you want to bring to God—three in total.

| believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. As you think of the first complaint or burden on your heart, name it silently before God. Slowly, intentionally,
, tie a knot into the cord. As you pull it tight, acknowledge the reality of its weight.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’'S PRAYER
One: How long, O Lord? Now, bring a second burden to God. As you hold it in your prayer, tie another knot. Bind this worry into the

All: Still, we will wait. rope, acknowledging God’s presence with you in it.

OFFERING OURSELVES, OUR TIME, AND OUR TALENTS Finally, name a third complaint. Tie one last knot, releasing the prayer from your spirit and fixing it into this
OFFERTORY tangible object.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION Carry the cord with you or place it somewhere for safe keeping. When you’re ready, untie each knot as you

offer that same prayer again—
this time as a sign of hope, trusting God with what feels heaviest on your heart.



